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Sicily is the Mediterranean’s largest island – and its capital city, Palermo, served as an important 
halfway point for those voyaging between the holy lands of the Middle East and western Europe and 
between Europe and Africa. Sicily’s soil and architecture reveal layer upon layer of intriguing history 
created by Arab, Greek, Roman, French and Spanish rulers, each of whom left their unique 
footprints. 
 
Sicily is home to some of the best Greek architecture in the world, making it an archaeologist’s 
dream.  Its natural beauty of sea, mountains, and beaches provides a perfect backdrop for our visit 
to museums, Greek and Roman theaters and temples, markets, medieval villages, and wineries.    
 

 

 



  

Itinerary 
 

 

  

Tue. Oct 21, 
2014 

Edventures has reserved an Alitalia flight from JFK to Palermo, which departs at 4:00 
pm and arrives at 9:20 am the next day in Palermo.  If you wish to travel on this 
flight, please indicate this on the reservation form at the end of the itinerary (space is 
limited). Otherwise, you can arrange for your own flight.  
Our flight from JFK includes dinner.   

  

Wed. Oct 22, 
2014 

Arrival in Palermo Sicily’s capital and main port city. We will meet our guide who will 
give us an overview and introduction to the city. After settling into your room and 
having a rest, the group will meet for a welcome dinner. 
 
Overnight: Palermo 
Welcome Dinner 
Hotel Plaza Opera (http://www.hotelplazaopera.com/en/)  

  

Thurs. Oct. 23, 2014 After breakfast we will meet our guide and private motor coach for a guided tour of 
bayside Palermo, situated at the foot of Mount Pellegrino. We will pass the city palazzo 
and visit Palermo Cathedral to view the amazing artwork of the Capella Palatina. We 
will make our way past the “Four Corners” where four Spanish Baroque palaces meet 
and visit the “Fountain of Shame” (so named for the nude statues that support the 
fountain base). 
 
After passing through the countryside of orange, olive and almond trees, we arrive at 
Monreale for a visit to the town’s magnificent Norman cathedral. The mosaics are 
considered second only to Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia.  Our day continues with a visit to 
the magnificent Temple and Theater of Segesta. Perched on a hill and surrounded by 
rolling green countryside with views to the sea, this 36-Doric columned temple was 
built between 430 and 420 BC. Its theater is still  
used today. 
 
Breakfast 
Overnight: Palermo 
Hotel Plaza Opera 

  

Fri. Oct 24, 2014  

 Today we depart Palermo and head to Agrigento with a stop at the medieval village of 
Erice. Located on top of the Erice Mountain, this vantage point offers one of the best 
panoramas in Italy. Part of the city is a mediaeval fortification and we will explore this 
location with a walk along its rocky crag and through its narrow streets.  On our way 
to Agrigento we will make a stop in Torre Pepoli to visit the gardens of the Costello di 
Venere which spread out under the protection of the castle’s high battlement walls.   
Following lunch at a local restaurant, we head to the Marsala region of Sicily and stop 
at one of its wineries for a tasting.  Our tour continues along the scenic coastal road to 
Agrigento.      

  
Breakfast and lunch 
Overnight:  Agrigento 

 Agrigento della Valle Hotel (http://hoteldellavalle.ag.it/) 

http://www.hotelplazaopera.com/en/


  

 

Sat. Oct 25, 2014 As one of the greatest cities of the ancient Mediterranean world, with its row of Doric 
temples virtually intact, UNESCO has designated Agrigento as a World Heritage Site. 
Our visit to this monument of Greek arts and culture begins with an early morning 
sunrise walk overlooking the Mediterranean Sea so we can stroll through the best 
preserved antiquities in the world.  To further enhance our understanding of this site, 
we will visit the Archaeological Museum whose collection displays the beauty and 
intricacy of the Hellenistic and Roman cultures who lived in the area.  

 Our day concludes with a drive inland to another spot famous for its antiquities, 
Siracusa.   
 
Breakfast  

 Overnight: Siracusa 

 Parco delle Fontane Hotel   (http://www.hotelparcodellefontane.com/it/) 
 

Sun. Oct 26, 2014 UNESCO selected Siracusa as a World Heritage site because it offers “an exceptional 
testimony to the development of civilization over some three millennia.”  Among other 
locations, our visit takes us to a Greek Theater, one of the largest in the world at 455’ 
in diameter, built in the 5th century BC. The Romans built here, too, constructing an 
amphitheatre in the 3rd century AD.    Both are still used for summer theater 
presentations.   

 Moving on to a later time period, we will visit the Villa Romana del Casale at Piazza 
Armerina.  This large hunting lodge built in the 17th century boasts an incredible 
collection of mosaics.    

 The day concludes with a visit to Ortygia Island just across a bridge from Siracusa and 
home to the oldest Greek temple in Sicily. The tiny island is a bustling mix of temples, 
churches, open-air piazzas, markets and shops. 
 
Breakfast   

 Overnight:  Siracusa 
Parco delle Fontane Hotel    
 

Mon. Oct 27, 2014 We will continue our visit in Siracusa with a visit to the Museo  

 Archeologico Regionale Paolo Orsi, an important archeology museum in Sicily with a 
collection that spans from the Iron Age through the Hellenistic-Roman period.  It is 
especially proud of its statue of Venus sculpted as she rises from her bath.    

 Leaving Siracusa, we will travel north, stopping in Catania to enjoy the local color of 
the bustling fish market and the Piazza Duomo. We will visit the renowned botanical 
garden affiliated with Catania University. Established in 1858, the setting preserves the 
original structure of both the gardens and the campus architecture. The theme-based 
collections feature highly prized and rare varieties of plants with about one hundred 
palm tree specimens belonging to over eighty species.  

 Continuing north, we'll make our way up Mt Etna, Europe’s largest volcano that 
dominates the eastern side of the island. To the Greeks, it was home to Hephaestus, 
god of fire who used its flames and lava to forge Zeus’s thunderbolts. There'll be time 
for a short hike to take in the breath-taking views if you are so inclined (volcanic 
activity cancels this tour).  Our day ends in Taormina. 

 Breakfast - Overnight: Taormina 
Villa Paradiso Hotel (http://www.hotelvillaparadisotaormina.com) 



  

  
 

Tue. Oct 28, 2014 We'll start our day in Taormina with a walking tour that features stunning views of the 
sea.  It begins at a magnificent public garden of exotic plants and ends at the center 
of the city.  Along the way we will view the pearl of the city, the ancient theatre in 
Taormina, the second-largest in Sicily after the one in Siracusa. There is some 
discussion about whether the theatre is Greek or Roman, and we will study signs that 
each may be responsible for its construction.  Not only is the theatre spectacular, but 
so is the view of the Bay of Naxos and Mount Etna.    
 

 Breakfast 
Overnight: Taormina 
Villa Paradiso Hotel 

  

Wed. Oct 29, 2014 Today is a free day to explore this chic Italian town.  Perched high above the Ionian 
Sea with views across sandy beaches to the Calabrian mainland on one side and to the 
peak of Mount Etna on the other, the town is graced with seemingly flawless weather 
and beautiful gardens. Your day is free to wander, shop, photograph, relax and soak in 
one last day of Mediterranean sunshine! 
 
Breakfast and Farewell Dinner   

 Overnight: Taormina 
Villa Paradiso Hotel 

  

Thu. Oct 30, 2014 All passengers will be brought to the airport in Catania for the flight home.   
 

 
 

  

 

 



  

TRIP PRICE:  
 
The land only trip price per person double room occupancy is $2880. Send in your registration form by 
June 15 and you can save $100.  
 
The single room supplement is $655. 
 
RESERVATION DEPOSIT FEE: $500 
 
AIRFARE:  Many of our travelers have requested booking their own air arrangements in order to use their 
airline mileage points. Others are interested in staying on in Italy either before or after the Sicily tour. For this 
reason, we have reserved a limited number of airline seats. Do you want to work with Edventures to purchase 
airfare that departs JFK on October 21 and returns Oct. 30?  Call Mary at 1(607) 387-3322.   
 
 The following elements are included in the price of the trip: 
 

 $100 tax deductible contribution to trip sponsors, either Saratoga Arts or Soroptimist International of 
Saratoga County; 

 Full time tour escort and professional Italian guide who will help make Sicily and its rich history and 
culture come alive;  

 Gratuities for guides, bus drivers, tour escorts; 
 Daily breakfasts, 1 lunch and 2 dinners; 
 Luggage handling for one checked bag; 
 Private motor coach transportation throughout the trip; and  
 Pre-departure documents and meeting. 

 
 
SMALL GROUP FEE:  A small group fee of $200 per person will be charged if the group number falls below 
20. 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  Reservations are due ASAP.  The reservation deadline is August 1.  For 
reservations after this date, contact Edventures. 

FINAL PAYMENT:  Following your registration, Edventures will send an invoice with the due date for payment. 

 
TRIP INSURANCE is a personal choice, but is recommended.  Some purchase it through their local AAA 
office, which sells Access America.   To get the best rates, you can compare costs online through agents like 
Squaremouth.com, InsureMyTrip.com or Totaltravelinsurance.com, which offer side-by-side comparisons. 
Please contact Edventures prior to purchasing trip insurance to assure that the trip is a “go.” 
 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURES: The average temperatures in October in Palermo range from a low of 66 
degrees to a high of 74.  
 
Do you still have questions about the tour?  If so, contact Mary at Edventures 1 (607) 387-3322 or email 
at:  goedventures@gmail.com.   

You can also come to a trip overview that will be presented on Saturdays at 11:30 am at: 
Saratoga Arts 
320 Broadway 

Saratoga Springs, NY 
The dates are: May 10, June 7, and July 17. 
 

 



  

 
P.O. Box 1404 Saratoga Springs, NY  12886 

(607) 387-3322 
goedventures@gmail.com 

 

TOUR RESERVATION FORM 

Bella Sicilia       -      October 21-30, 2014 
 

Tour Price: Land Only $2780 per person double occupancy  
through June 15    -   $2880 after June 15 

 
Names(s): EXACTLY as they appear on passports: 
1.   2.        
Address:     City:    State/Zip:    
Telephone:     Email 1:      
Email 2:       
Cell phone 1:      Cell phone 2:    
Name of roommate (Edventures is not responsible for finding roommates):     
Passports must be valid for six months beyond travel dates. 
 

Please provide passport information EXACTLY as it appears on passports 

Surname Given Name(s) Title 

(e.g., 

Jr., I, II) 

Date of 

Birth 

Passport Number Expiration 

Date 

Nationality 

        

       

Country that issued your passport:_____________________________ 
 

Check those that apply: 

______I prefer a single room for an added cost of $655. 

______I would like Edventures to arrange my airfare with a departure on Oct. 21 and a return on Oct. 30. 

______I will make my own air reservations. 

______I will use the bus to and from Saratoga Springs and JFK.  (Estimated cost is $160- $180.) 
To assure your space on the trip, reserve early! 
 
Please read the Conditions and Responsibilities page and sign below. 
 
We have read and agree to the conditions and Responsibilities Policy. 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date: _____________ 
  
Name: _____________________________ Date: _____________ 
 

 

mailto:goedventures@gmail.com


  

CONDITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Edventures, LLC, Saratoga Arts (SA)  

 Soroptimist International of Saratoga Co. (SISC) 

 
 DEPOSITS, CANCELLATIONS, AND REFUNDS 

Payment in full is required when bookings are made less than 75 days before the departure date. Notification of 
cancellation must be made in writing, with the cancellation date being the postal service postmark date.  At 
the time we receive your notification, the following charges apply: (charges are per person) 90-74 days before 

departure: $150 plus Edventures, LLC costs and charges by suppliers 75 days before departure $200 plus Edventures, 

LLC costs and charges by suppliers. After this point, you will be refunded whatever amount we can recoup from all of the 

suppliers who have been paid. Trip cancellation insurance is available and is recommended. Refunds for services that are 

voluntarily not used will not be made. 
 

TOUR AND AIR RATES 

The right is reserved to change any route or arrangements should conditions necessitate, to offer substitutes of 
equal value, or to cancel the operation of any scheduled excursion. Individual transfers for those arriving or departing 
independently are not included in the land cost unless otherwise stated. Air fares may be increased because of tariff 
changes or fuel surcharges. All rates quoted are based on current tariffs and on the current value of foreign currencies in 
relation to the United States dollar, and are subject to adjustment in the event of changes before the departing dates. 

 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Edventures, LLC, of Saratoga Springs, NY, SA, SISC, and its agents act only as agents for the various 
companies whose facilities are made available through the program. Edventures, LLC, SA, and SISC assume no 
responsibility or liability in connection with the service of any hotel, lodge, aircraft, vessel, carriage or other conveyance 
that is used wholly or in part in the performance of their duty to the passengers; neither will they be responsible for any 

act, error, or omission, or for any injury, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity that may be occasioned by reason of any 

defect in any vehicle or accommodations or for any reason whatsoever, or through the neglect or default of any company 
or person engaged in carrying out or performing any of the services involved in the tour. The right is reserved to decline or 
retain any person as a member of any tour at any time, in which event an equitable amount will be refunded. The right is 
reserved to cancel any tour before departure, in which case full refund will constitute full settlement to the participant. 
Although every care is taken, Edventures, LLC, SA, and SISC, its agents and suppliers cannot be held responsible for loss 
or damage to baggage. It is therefore advisable to effect separate baggage insurance. Edventures, LLC, SA, and SISC can 
accept no responsibility or liability for any monetary, physical, or psychological injuries of any nature whatever arising 
from or caused by acts of terrorism, civil strife and disturbances, war, insurrection, or other upheaval and unrest of 
whatever kind and nature that may occur during the tour. 

Edventures, LLC, SA, and SISC, its agents and suppliers can accept no responsibility for losses or 
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, terrorism or 
other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide for arrangements only 
for the time stated. All tickets, coupons, and orders are furnished and issued subject in all respects to the foregoing and to 
any and all terms and conditions under which the means of transportation and/or other services provided thereby are offered 
and/or supplied. The airlines providing air transportation are not to be held responsible for any act, omission, or event during 
the time the passengers are not on board their aircraft or conveyances. The passage contract in use by the carriers 
concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the transportation companies and the purchaser of these 

tours and/or passengers. 
 

ASSUMPTION OF RISK 

I am aware that travel, whatever it may be and by whatever means, contains some inherent risks of injury, illness or 

death, which may be caused by forces of nature, negligence or actions of others, or other agencies. I recognize that such 

risks may be present at any time before, during and after the trip in which I am participating, arranged by Edventures, LLC, 
SA, and SISC. I am aware that medical services or facilities may not be readily available or accessible during some or all of 
the time during which I am participating in the trip. I have read the schedule of activities and other information provided, and 
recognize and accept risks thereof. I understand and agree on behalf of myself, my dependents, heirs, administrators, and 
assigns to abide by the conditions set forth under the “Conditions and Responsibilities” and to release and hold harmless 
Edventures, LLC,SA, and SISC, and any of its officers, employees, agents, or representatives, from any and all liability for 
delays, injuries, or death, or for the loss of or damage to property, however occurring in relation to the trip. 

 
SEVERABILITY 

Every provision of this document, Conditions and Responsibilities, is intended to be severable.  If any term or 
provision hereof is illegal or invalid for any reason whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder of this document, Conditions and Responsibilities. 

 
Edventures, LLC, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY 

email:  goedventures@gmail.com 
 

mailto:goedventures@gmail.com

