
 

 

Enchanting Ecuador! 

May 18 – 27, 2014 

Known for its biodiversity, in a single trip to Ecuador we will experience the charm of a colonial 

South American capital city, drive high into the Andes Mountains, admire active volcanoes from afar, 

shop at an Indian market nestled in the mountains and soak in thermal pools… all before hopping in 

motorized canoes to glide up the Amazon River for our stay in a jungle lodge. This trip is packed 

with memories in waiting…. make them yours! 

 

 

 

DAY 1: May 18       Depart the USA, Arrive in Quito 

 

Depart the USA for Ecuador. Arrive in Quito and transfer to your hotel. Balance of the evening at 

leisure.  

Overnight: Quito  



 

 

DAY 2:  May 19         Quito City Tour 

Nestled 9,350 feet above sea level, Quito is one of the world’s highest capital cities. Its formal name, 

San Francisco de Quito, reflects both the city’s pre-Inca indigenous Quitu culture and nearly 300-

year (1534-1822) Spanish colonial period. The morning's tour of Quito begins with a view of the 

Congress Building, whose outside stone mural records Ecuador's history. We will explore Quito's 

colonial section.  Walking along the cobblestoned streets we’ll feel the charm of 16th-century Quito. 

Historic sites include Independence Plaza, gilded cathedrals, the Presidential Palace, and the 

Archbishop's Palace.  This afternoon is at leisure to enjoy Quito on your own.  

Overnight: Quito 

Meals: Breakfast 

DAY 3:  May 20      Mindo Cloud Forest 

This morning we depart for an outing to the 

Mindo Cloud Forest, a reserve with over 

47,000 acres that is home to 350 species of 

birds, including toucans, parrots, and golden 

tanagers. We will stop at Pululahua Volcano 

whose large caldera, or crater, is full of lush 

vegetation and is one of the very few 

inhabited calderas in the world. 

 

 

We next visit El Pahuma Orchid Reserve. This 

1,600 acre reserve was once cultivated for 

crops and livestock, but was turned into an 

ecological reserve in the 1990s. Today the 

reserve boasts over 270 orchid species, 9 of 

which are endemic to the area. Marvel at these exotic flowers as you hike to the reserve’s tranquil 

waterfalls.  Next the tour will visit a hummingbird sanctuary featuring hundreds of local bird 

species, including several dozen hummingbirds. 

 

Overnight: Quito 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

DAY 4: May 21  Visit to the Middle of the World 

After breakfast we see the Middle of the World Monument, located at latitude 0º.  Here you will have 

the chance stand with one foot in the Northern and one in the Southern Hemisphere. This afternoon, 

we drive further up into the Andes to the Indian market town of Otavalo. 

Overnight: Otavalo 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 

DAY 5:  May 22     Otavalo Market and Papallacta 

This morning, we will enjoy a tour of the Indian market at Otavalo, 

one of the largest in South America and run by the local Otavaleño 

Indians. We’ll enjoy the lively market atmosphere and browse the 

multitude of stalls featuring traditional goods such as hand-woven 

clothing and rugs, jewelry, fruits, vegetables and much more. We will 

then visit the surrounding towns of Cotacachi, known for its leather 

handicrafts, and Peguche, known for its breath-taking waterfall. The 
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balance of the day is at leisure to explore Papallacta's famous spas and hot springs at our hotel, 

Termas de Papallacta.  You will probably want to select to have an optional spa package at a cost of 

$45 so you can use thermal pools at the lodge. 

Overnight: Papallacta 

Meals: Breakfast 

DAY 6: May 23    Transfer to Amazon Resort and Visit with Quechua Family 

 

After breakfast we will travel to La Punta Ahuano on the Napo River where you will board a canoe 

that will take you to your Amazon lodge.  Here you will be able to enjoy the serene tranquility that 

the lodge has to offer and prepare to be amazed by both the wildlife and the culture of the Amazon. 

In the afternoon we will visit Ahuano to meet a local Quechua family and learn about their way of life 

first hand before returning to the lodge.  **Please note: There is approximately a 5-10 minute walk 

uphill to the lodge from the spot where travelers will exit the canoe. 

Overnight: Amazon Resort 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

 

 

 

 

DAY 7: May 24    Full Day Trip up the Amazon River 

 

This morning you can hike to the Napo River for approximately two hours while viewing the 

beautiful flora and fauna up close. The Amazon rainforest is the world's largest ecosystem, so be 

sure to keep an eye out for the innumerable species of tropical plants and flowers, insects, and 

butterflies. Enjoy the views as you cross suspended bridges and fly through the jungle on a short zip 

line basket ride. At the end of the hike, enjoy a rafting trip on a traditional balsa log raft. Enjoy the 

afternoon at leisure.  As an optional activity, you may wish to visit a butterly farm which is a ten 

minute walk from the hotel and costs $4.It houses about 20 local species and you can observe how 

these insects are fed and bred and also visit a flight room where hundreds of colorful blue 

butterflies fly and tumble around from flower to flower.   

**Please note this is an active hike and sections of the path include steps. Also, those who 

participate in the rafting trip will need to step through the water to reach the raft and will get wet 

during the ride. It is recommended that travelers wear water shoes for this part of the journey.  

Overnight: Amazon Resort 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

 

DAY 8:  May 25   Baños & Patate 

This morning, board a canoe for the short trip back to La Punta Ahuano and transfer to Patate via 

motor coach. En route, stop in the towns of Puyo, nicknamed "City of the Clouds,” and Baños, noted 

for its beautiful highland scenery, for a short tour of each. In Baños, you will be treated to a 



 

demonstration on vegetable ivory, a traditional craft that utilizes palm nuts to make jewelry and 

animal carvings. Along the way, you will have the opportunity to view El Pailon del Diablo or "The 

Devil's Cauldron," one of Ecuador's most beautiful waterfalls. 

 In the late afternoon, check into your hotel in Patate. Enjoy the balance of the day at leisure. 

**Please note that it is an active hike to and from El Pailon del Diablo waterfall. 

Overnight: Patate  

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 

 

 

DAY 9:  May 26     Cotopaxi National Park 

After breakfast we will depart from Patate and head to Cotopaxi National Park, home to some of the 

highest volcanoes in the world. The picturesque Cotopaxi 

Volcano, rising more than 19,000 feet above the plains, 

dominates the scene. The park is also home to a wide variety 

of local wildlife including wild horses and the elusive Andean 

Condor. Passengers have the opportunity to take an 

hour-long hike (weather-permitting) around Limpiapungo 

Lake to observe the beautiful scenery of the surrounding 

plains. We will also visit the Cotopaxi Interpretation Center. 

After the excursion, we will return to Quito.  The remainder 

of the day is at leisure followed by our farewell group 

dinner. 

  

 

Overnight: Quito  

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner  

DAY 10:  May 27   Depart for the USA 

 

Transfer to the airport for your departure flight home.  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Tour package : $3150. double occupancy includes: 

 

 Direct flights to/from JFK with a transfer in Miami and then to Quito.  

 9 nights hotel accommodations 

 Breakfast daily, 3 lunches, 5 dinners 

 Tax deductible contribution to Saratoga Arts or  

Soroptimist International of Saratoga County or Glens Falls Medical Mission 

Foundation or other non-profit sponsor 

 Motor coach transport for all ground excursions  

 Expert local guides who will make Ecuador come alive 

 Porterage of one piece per person on arrival and departure at each hotel 

 Edventures tour manager 

 Gratuities for guides and bus drivers 

 Small group travel 

 Memories to last a lifetime! 
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EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT is $100 for travelers who send in their deposit by January 

15, 2014.   

  
TRIP PRICE for the main tour based on double room occupancy is $3150.  The single supplement is 

$449.   

 

SMALL GROUP FEE: A small group fee of $200 will be charged if enrollment falls below 20 travelers. 

 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: To reserve your space, send a deposit of $500 per person at time of 

registration. 

 

TRANSPORTATION to and from the metropolitan New York airport will be arranged for travelers 

with pick-up in Saratoga Springs and the Albany Airport.  The estimated cost for this round-trip service is 

between $160 and $180.  

 

TRIP INSURANCE is a personal choice but is recommended. Some purchase it through their local AAA 

office, which sells Access America. To get the best rates, you can compare costs online through agents 

such as Squaremouth.com, InsureMYTrip.com or Totaltralinsurance.com, which offer side-by-side 

comparisons.  Please contact Edventures prior to purchasing trip insurance to assure that the trip is a “go.” 

 

Do you have questions about the trip?  If so, contact Mary at Edventures 1 (607)387-3322 or write to 

goedventures@gmail.com or visit our website, goedventures.com. 

 

You can also come to a trip overview presented at Saratoga Arts, 320 Broadway, Saratoga Springs on: 

Saturday, November 23 at 11:30 am; 

Saturday, December 14 at 11:30 am; 

Saturday, January 18 at 11:30 am and  

Saturday, February 15 at 11:30 am.    

  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON TRAVELING TO ECUADOR 
 

HEALTH AND FITNESS While no inoculations are required for travel to Quito, vaccination against yellow 

fever is recommended if traveling to the Amazon. Please consult your physician before traveling to 

Ecuador and inquire about high altitude sickness as well as vaccination against yellow fever. Quito is 

situated at an altitude of 9,400 feet above sea level. Therefore, you should allow a few hours to adjust to the 

high altitude by resting and eating lightly. Other areas of Ecuador are also situated at high altitudes 

including Otavalo (8,400 feet), Papallacta (10,800 feet), and Patate (8,400 feet). 

You may encounter mosquitoes in both urban and rural areas, especially during wet seasons. Travelers are 

encouraged to bring a good supply of insect repellant and consider wearing clothing that adequately covers 

arms and legs. 

 

The minimum physical demands of your trip are not highly rigorous for a person in good physical fitness but if 

you choose all the optional walks and excursions available, you’ll spend a lot of time on your feet. You’ll get 

the most enjoyment out of your trip if you are comfortable walking unassisted for two or three hours each day. 

Walks may include fairly rough, uneven trails and steep stone steps for which comfortable walking or hiking 

shoes are recommended. 
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About the Ecuador Amazon Adventure 
The Ecuador Amazon Adventure includes several components which are active and/or adventurous including, 

but not limited to, walks to Peguche and El Pailon del Diablo Waterfalls, a motorized canoe transfer to Casa del 

Suizo Lodge, hiking in the Amazon, and a ride in a zip line basket, as well as optional activities such as log 

rafting and zip lining. Upon arrival at Casa del Suizo Lodge, visitors are asked to sign a waiver of liability 

pertaining to the adventure activities offered by the lodge. If travelers decide not to partake of this adventure, 

they may remain at the lodge. 

CLIMATE and CLOTHING 

The climate varies widely according to geographical area. The highlands are cool and dry. Along the coast it is 

warm and sunny year round. Bring comfortable walking shoes, clothes you can layer and an all-weather jacket. 

At times, the temperature drops and a warm jacket is necessary. Some religious sites may require modest dress 

to enter (no shorts, short skirts, or sleeveless tops).  

 

The Amazon rain forest is tropical and humid. For walks in the forest bring; light weight, loose fitting, long 

sleeved shirts & pants, a brimmed hat, and walking or hiking shoes. T-shirts, shorts and sandals are 

recommended for use around the lodge. Come prepared with an appropriate rain jacket or poncho, rain can be 

heavy at times. Rubber boots for hiking will be provided by your hotel but it is recommended to bring plastic 

bags to protect valuables, a flash light, water bottle, sunglasses, binoculars, a pocket knife, energy snacks, and 

plenty of insect repellent.  

AVERAGE 

EMPERATURES 
City 

 

      May        

Papallacta 
Low     50        
High     67        

 
             

             

Patate 
Low     54        
High     59        

Quito 
Low     50        
High     70        

Amazon/Punta 

Ahuano 
Low     75        
High     88        

 

 

 

  



 

TOUR RESERVATION FORM 
 

Enchanting Ecuador: 
Indian Markets, Volcanoes, and the Amazon 

May 18-27, 2014 
 

Tour Price: $3150 based on double occupancy 
Discount of $100 for reservations postmarked by January 15, 2014 

 
Names(s): EXACTLY as they appear on passports: 

1.            2.        

Address:     City:    State/Zip:    

Telephone (land line):     Email 1:        

Email 2:       

Cell phone 1:      Cell phone 2:       

Name of roommate (Edventures is not responsible for finding roommates):     

Passports must be valid for six months beyond travel dates. 

 

Please provide passport information EXACTLY as it appears on passports 

Surname Given 

Name(s) 

Title 

(e.g., 

Jr., I, II) 

Date of 

Birth 

Passport 

Number 

Expiration 

Date 

Nationality 

       

       

 

Country that issued your passport:   

 

Check those that apply: 

 Yes, I’d like a spa package on May 22 for a cost of $45. 
 

 I prefer a single room for an added cost of $449. 

 

 I will use the bus to and from Saratoga Springs and JFK.  (Estimated cost is $160-$180.) 

 

To assure your space on the trip, reserve early! And receive a discount of $100 by registering by January 15. 

 

Please read the Conditions and Responsibilities page and sign below. 

 

We have read and agree to the conditions and Responsibilities Policy. 

 

Name: _____________________________ Date: _____________ 

  

Name: _____________________________ Date: _____________  

  

 

 

Return this form to:  Edventures, LLC, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 

Make your checks payable to: Edventures, LLC.  

 

 

 

 



 

CONDITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Edventure, LLC, Saratoga Arts (SA)  

 Soroptimist International of Saratoga Co. (SISC) and  

Glens Falls Medical Mission Foundation (GFMMF) 
 DEPOSITS, CANCELLATIONS, AND REFUNDS 

Payment in full is required when bookings are made less than 75 days before the departure date. Notification of 
cancellation must be made in writing, with the cancellation date being the postal service postmark date.  At 

the time we receive your notification, the following charges  apply: (charges  are per person) 90-74 days before 

departure:$150 plus Edventures, LLC costs and charges by suppliers 75 days before departure $200 plus Edventures, 

LLC costs and charges by suppliers. After this point, you will be refunded whatever amount we can recoup from all of 

the suppliers who have been paid. Trip cancellation insurance is available and is recommended. Refunds for services 

that are voluntarily not used will not be made. 
 

TOUR AND AIR RATES 

The right is reserved to change any route or arrangements should conditions necessitate, to offer substitutes of equal 
value, or to cancel the operation of any scheduled excursion. Individual transfers for those arriving or departing 
independently are not included in the land cost unless otherwise stated. Air fares may be increased because of tariff 
changes or fuel surcharges. All rates quoted are based on current tariffs and on the current value of foreign currencies 
in relation to the United States dollar, and are subject to adjustment in the event of changes before the departing dates. 

 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Edventures, LLC, of Saratoga Springs, NY, SA, SISC, GFMMF, and its agents act only as agents for the various 

companies whose facilities are made available through the program. Edventures, LLC, SA,  GFMMFand SISC 
assume no responsibility or liability in connection with the service of any hotel, lodge, aircraft, vessel, carriage or other 
conveyance that is used wholly or in part in the performance of their duty to the passengers; neither will they be 

responsible for any act, error, or omission, or for any injury, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity that may be 

occasioned by reason of any defect in any vehicle or accommodations or for any reason whatsoever, or through the 
neglect or default of any company or person engaged in carrying out or performing any of the services involved in the 
tour.  

The right is reserved to decline or retain any person as a member of any tour at any time, in which event an 
equitable amount will be refunded. The right is reserved to cancel any tour before departure, in which case full 
refund will constitute full settlement to the participant. 
Although every care is taken, Edventures, LLC, SA, GFMMF, and SISC, its agents and suppliers cannot be 

held responsible for loss or damage to baggage. It is therefore advisable to effect separate baggage insurance. 
Edventures, LLC, SA, GFMMF, and SISC can accept no responsibility or liability for any monetary, physical, or psychological 
injuries of any nature whatever arising from or caused by acts of terrorism, civil strife and disturbances, war, insurrection, 
or other upheaval and unrest of whatever kind and nature that may occur during the tour. 

Edventures, LLC, SA, GFMMF, and SISC, its agents and suppliers can accept no responsibility for losses or 
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, terrorism 
or other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide for 
arrangements only for the time stated. All tickets, coupons, and orders are furnished and issued subject in all respects to 
the foregoing and to any and all terms and conditions under which the means of transportation and/or other services 
provided thereby are offered and/or supplied. The airlines providing air transportation are not to be held responsible for 
any act, omission, or event during the time the passengers are not on board their aircraft or conveyances. The passage 
contract in use by the carriers concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the transportation 
companies and the purchaser of these tours and/or 
passengers. 

 
ASSUMPTION OF RISK 

I am aware that travel, whatever it may be and by whatever means, contains some inherent risks of injury, 

illness or death, which may be caused by forces of nature, negligence or actions of others, or other agencies.I recognize 

that such risks may be present at any time before, during and after the trip in which I am participating, arranged by 
Edventures, LLC, SA,  and SISC. I am aware that medical services or facilities may not be readily available or accessible 
during some or all of the time during which I am participating in the trip. I have read the schedule of activities and other 
information provided, and recognize and accept risks 
thereof. I understand and agree on behalf of myself, my dependents, heirs, administrators, and assigns to abide by the 

conditions set forth under the “Conditions and Responsibilities” and to release and hold harmless Edventures, LLC, SA, 
GFMMF, and SISC, and any of its officers, employees, agents, or representatives, from any and all liability for delays, 
injuries, or death, or for the loss of or damage to property, however occurring in relation to the trip. 
 
Every provision of this Agreement is intended to be serverable.  If any term or provision hereof is illegal or invalid for any 
reason whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Agreement. 

 

Edventures, LLC, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY, email:  goedventures@gmail.com
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