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Saratoga Arts and Soroptimist International of Saratoga County Present: 

Portugal : Glorious Eden* 
November 3 – 11, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Famous British poet and traveler Lord Byron stopped by Sintra, Portugal in the 18th century, 

writing that the town is "perhaps in every respect the most delightful in Europe," and calling it a 

"glorious Eden" in his epic poem Childe Harold's Pilgrimage. 

 
Imagine whimsical castles, tiled fortresses, wineries tumbling down steep hillsides and botanical 

collections centuries in the making…..join Saratoga Arts, Soroptomist International of Saratoga 

County and Edventures on an escape to Portugal this fall! 

 

November 3- 11, 2012 
Day 1 – Saturday, November 3 
Depart Newark on direct flight to Lisbon. This non-stop flight includes meals, refreshments, 
and in-flight entertainment. 
Meals: Dinner and breakfast 

 
 

Day 2 – Sunday, November 4 
 

 

Arrive Lisbon – Upon arrival, we will transfer to the Lutecia Hotel, our home for four nights.  
The balance of the day is at leisure. This evening we will enjoy a welcome dinner at our hotel. 

 

 

Lisbon is a city spruced up not just for tourists to see; it’s an authentic place that stands out in 
an increasingly homogeneous world. Although it boasts a range of must-see sights, its biggest 
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pleasures are its street-life and setting, admired from a pavement cafe, from the scenic outlook 
of a hilltop, or simply by wandering around its enchanting neighborhoods. Not too many other 
cities have such an intriguing mix of the old and the new, or so many contrasting faces, making 
this a city for unhurried exploration and a place to get lost in, discovering its many distinctive 
sights and characteristic images. From the Moorish Alfama quarter to reminders of the Golden 
Age of Discoveries in Belém, to a royal residence in the Serra de Sintra, Lisbon offers an 
incredible adventure. 
Overnight: Lisbon 
Meals: Dinner 

 
Day 3 – Monday, November 5 Sightseeing Tour of Lisbon – This morning we will 
begin our sightseeing tour of Lisbon.  Among our sights is the Belem Tower. Built in 1515 as a 
fortress to guard the entrance to Lisbon's harbor, the Tower was the starting point for many of 
the voyages of discovery, and for sailors it was the last sight of their homeland. We will walk 
through the cobbled alleys of Alfama, the seaman's quarter, and admire the wide Liberdade 
Avenue and visit to Jardim Botanical - Lisbon's oldest botanical garden. 

 

 

Next we will visit one of Lisbon's most visited sights, the Coaches Museum (Museu Nacional dos 
Coches). The collection hosts the largest and most valuable collection of its type in the world. It 
is housed in a richly decorated 18th century royal riding school that is part of  Belem Palace, 
illustrating the ostentation and staggering wealth of the old Portuguese elite. 

 

We will then visit the delightful Tile Museum. Presenting five centuries of decorative ceramic 
tiles or  azulejos, the museum traces the history and production of the art form. Its collection is 
the only of its kind in the world, and contains a splendid array of tiles from as early as the 15th 
century along with displays on how they were made. 

 

 
 

 

The afternoon and evening are at leisure. 
Overnight: Lisbon 
Meals: Breakfast 

 

 

Day 4 – Tuesday, November Full day excursion along Estoril coast to Cascais and Sintra 
We will depart today on a scenic drive along the Estoril coast with a short stop in Cascais, a 
popular resort favored by European nobility and kings in the early 20th century. Today it is a 

http://www.golisbon.com/sight-seeing/belem-palace.html
http://www.golisbon.com/culture/azulejos.html
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colorful cosmopolitan town with elegant pedestrian streets, 
luxuriant villas, fashionable shops, restaurants and bars. We then 
continue to Sintra, a UNESCO World Heritage site because of the 
town's Romantic architecture. On arrival we will visit the Sintra 
Royal Palace, an 15th-century royal residence, containing one of 
the largest tile collections in Portugal. Sintra was declared a 
World Heritage Site because: 
"In the 19th century Sintra became the first center of European 
Romantic architecture. Ferdinand II turned a ruined monastery 
into a castle where this new 
sensitivity was displayed in the use of 
Gothic, Egyptian, Moorish and 
Renaissance elements and in the 
creation of a park blending local and 
exotic species of trees. Other fine 

dwellings, built along the same lines in the surrounding area, 
created a unique combination of parks and gardens which 
influenced the development of landscape architecture throughout 
Europe." 

 

 

Return to Lisbon where the evening is free at leisure. 
Overnight: Lisbon 
Meals: Breakfast 

 
Day 5 – Wednesday, November 7 Full Day excursion to Obidos, Batalha 
We will depart Lisbon in the morning heading north to Óbidos, an enchanting walled city whose 
narrow cobblestone streets reflect its medieval heritage. All of Obidos has been declared a 
national monument. It is known as the "Wedding Present Town" because it was a gift King Dinis 
gave to Queen Isabel on their wedding day in 1282, but that alone is not what makes it such an 
extraordinarily romantic place -- what make it one of Europe's most romantic medieval villages 
are its incredibly picturesque cobblestone streets lined with colorful houses filled with 
geraniums and bougainvillea, Gothic doorways and windows, whitewashed churches, flowerpots 
and dazzling tiles -- all encircled by the walls of a 12th century castle. 

 
Then to Batalha to see the 14th century abbey, a masterpiece of Portuguese “Manueline” 
architecture named after the king who reigned in the Age of Discovery. This style is 
characterized by the wide range of architecture brought back by the explorers and is a mixture 
of late Gothic, with Italian and Flemish influences and even those of East Indian temples. 
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Batalha's abbey is one of Europe's greatest Gothic masterpieces and is protected as a World 
Heritage monument. It was built in 1388 after King João I made a vow to the Virgin that he 
would build a magnificent monastery if she granted him a victory over the Castillians in the 

Battle of Aljubarrota. An equestrian statue of Nuno Alvares 
Pereira, the king's commander at the battle, stands before the 
southern façade. The exterior possesses innumerable pinnacles, 
buttresses and openwork balustrades above Gothic and 
Flamboyant windows, while the front portal is decorated with 
statues of the apostles in intricate Gothic style. 

 
Return to Lisbon where the evening is free at leisure. 
Overnight: Lisbon 
Meals: Breakfast 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Day 6 – Thursday, November 8 Flight to Porto with afternoon tour 
After breakfast, we will transfer to the airport for our flight to Oporto designated World 
Heritage status by UNESCO. On arrival at our hotel, Mercure Porto Centro,  we will enjoy an 
afternoon tour of the city to introduce us to Portugal's “second city” known as a city with soul, 
wine and beauty! The unhurried pace of life in Porto mirrors the graceful flow of ocean waves 
rolling on her shores and makes the strife in the world seem distant and remote. Look for 
brilliant 
blue skies set against red tile roofs and the sun glittering on 
the Douro River which here meets the Atlantic Ocean in 
tumultuous vigor. Porto gave its name to the famous Port 
wine and to the country. Vineyards grow for mile upon mile 
along the Douro's steep slopes, and you will enjoy a visit to a 
Port Wine Cellar for a tasting. This evening is free at leisure. 
Overnight: Porto 
Meals: Breakfast 
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Day 7 – November 9 Full day tour to Guimaraes - Braga – Barcelos Today 
we depart Porto for the Minho, the northwest province of Portugal, known for its wonderful, 
effervescent Green Wine “Vinho Verde”. The Minho is home to two of Portugal's most 
historic cities: Guimaraes, the first capital (1139) and Braga, the country's main religious 
center. In Guimaraes we will stop at Colina Sagrada, the Castle and Palace of the Duques of 
Bragança. Near Braga we will see the sanctuary of Bom Jesus de Braga with its monumental 
baroque staircase cascading down a hill. We will continue to Barcelos, the town of the 
legendary rooster, now a symbol of Portugal. There are as many interpretations of the legend 
as there are roosters! The evening is at leisure. 
Overnight: Porto 
Meals: Breakfast 

 
 

Day 8 – November 10 Excursion to Amarante and the Douro River Valley – From 
Porto we will depart for Amarante, a beautiful riverside town immaculately set in a gorge of the 
Rio Tâmega, with the wooden balconies of its old houses leaning over the water. We will visit 
the Gardens of the Casa de Mateus. The beautiful baroque Casa has been made famous as the 
label on Mateus Wine. Then we enter the Port Wine region through vineyards clinging to the 
steep hillsides of the Douro Valley. The Douro River, rising in Spain and reaching the Atlantic 
Ocean in Porto, has created the spectacular Douro River Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Rambling vineyards and charming native farms called quintas cling to the steep sides of the 
Douro River Valley, creating an incomparable backdrop to one of Europe’s most unspoiled 
regions and to Port country—the oldest demarcated wine region in the world. 

 

 

Overnight: Porto 
Meals: Breakfast 

 

 

Day 9- Departure - After breakfast, transfer to the Porto Airport for departure flight (via Lisbon) 
to Newark. 
Meals: Breakfast and meals en flight to the USA. 

 
Tour package: $3490 double occupancy includes: 

 
  Direct flights to/from metro-NY to Lisbon; 
  Flight from Lisbon to Porto 
  Seven nights hotel: Lisbon and Porto including daily breakfast and one banquet dinner. 

Both hotels are located in the center of the city to make it easy for travelers to explore 
on their own. 

  Tax deductible contribution to Saratoga Arts, Soroptimist International of Saratoga 
County or the NYS Retired Teachers’ Association 

  First class motorcoach transport for all ground excursions 
  Garden visits, wine tastings, castles, fortresses and culinary delights! 
  Expert local guides who will make Portugal come alive 
  Edventures tour manager 
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  Time for shopping, photography and individual exploring 
  Small group travel 
  Gratuities for guides and bus drivers 
  Memories to last a lifetime! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIP PRICE based on double room occupancy is  $3470. The single supplement is  $365. 
 
SMALL GROUP FEE: A small group fee of $200 will be charged if enrollment falls below 20 
travelers. 

 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: To reserve your space, send a deposit of $500 per person at time of 
registration. 

 
Transportation to and from Newark Airport will be arranged for travelers with pick-up in 
Saratoga Springs and Crossgates Mall.  The estimated cost for this service is between $150 and 
$180. 
 

Trip Insurance is a personal choice but is recommended. Some purchase it through their local 
AAA office, which sells Access America. To get the best rates, you can compare costs online 
through agents such as Squaremouth.com, InsureMyTrip.com or Totaltralinsurance.com, which 
offer side-by-side comparisons. Please contact Edventures prior to purchasing trip insurance to 
assure that the trip is a “go.” 
 

 
Do you have questions about the trip? If so, contact Mary at Edventures 1 (607) 387-3322 or 
write to  goedventures@gmail.com. 
 

You can also attend an information session at Saratoga Arts, 320 Broadway 

Saratoga Springs at 11:30 am on Saturday April 21, May 5 and June 16. 

 
 

mailto:goedventures@gmail.com
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CONDITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

Edventures,  LLC, Soroptimist International of Saratoga County (SISC), Saratoga 

Arts (SA) and NYS Retired Teachers’  Association  (NYSTRA) 

 
DEPOSITS, CANCELLATIONS, AND REFUNDS 

Payment in full is required when bookings are made less than 75 days before the departure date. Notification of 
cancellation must be made in writing, with the cancellation date being the postal service postmark date.  At the 

time we receive your notification, the following charges  apply: (charges  are per person) 90-74 days before 
departure:$150 plus Edventures, LLC costs and charges by suppliers 
75 days before departure $200 plus Edventures, LLC costs and charges by suppliers. After this point, you will be 
refunded whatever amount we can recoup from all of the suppliers who have been paid. Trip cancellation 
insurance is available and is recommended. Refunds for services that are voluntarily not used will not be made. 

 
TOUR AND AIR RATES 

The right is reserved to change any route or arrangements should conditions necessitate, to offer substitutes of 
equal value, or to cancel the operation of any scheduled excursion. Individual transfers for those arriving or 
departing independently are not included in the land cost unless otherwise stated. Air fares may be increased 
because of tariff changes or fuel surcharges. All rates quoted are based on current tariffs and on the current value 
of foreign currencies in relation to the United States dollar, and are subject to adjustment in the event of changes 
before the departing dates. 

 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Edventures, LLC, of Saratoga Springs, NY, SA, SISC, NYSTRA and its agents act only as agents for the various 

companies whose facilities are made available through the program. Edventures, LLC, SA, NYSTRA and SISC 
assume no responsibility or liability in connection with the service of any hotel, lodge, aircraft, vessel, carriage or 
other conveyance that is used wholly or in part in the performance of their duty to the passengers; neither will 
they be responsible for any act, error, or omission, or for any injury, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity that may 
be occasioned by reason of any defect in any vehicle or accommodations or for any reason whatsoever, or through 
the neglect or default of any company or person engaged in carrying out or performing any of the services 
involved in the tour. 

The right is reserved to decline or retain any person as a member of any tour at any time, in which event 
an equitable amount will be refunded. The right is reserved to cancel any tour before departure, in which case full 
refund will constitute full settlement to the participant. 

Although every care is taken, Edventures, LLC, SA, NYSTRA and SISC, its agents and suppliers cannot be 
held responsible for loss or damage to baggage. It is therefore advisable to effect separate baggage insurance. 

Edventures, LLC, SA, NYSTRA and SISC can accept no responsibility or liability for any monetary, physical, 
or psychological injuries of any nature whatever arising from or caused by acts of terrorism, civil strife and 
disturbances, war, insurrection, or other upheaval and unrest of whatever kind and nature that may occur during 
the tour. 

Edventures, LLC, SA, NYSTRA and SISC, its agents and suppliers can accept no responsibility for losses or 
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, 
terrorism or other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates 
provide for arrangements only for the time stated. All tickets, coupons, and orders are furnished and issued 
subject in all respects to the foregoing and to any and all terms and conditions under which the means of 
transportation and/or other services provided thereby are offered and/or supplied. The airlines providing air 
transportation are not to be held responsible for any act, omission, or event during the time the passengers are 
not on board their aircraft or conveyances. The passage contract in use by the carriers concerned, when issued, 
shall constitute the sole contract between the transportation companies and the purchaser of these tours and/or 
passengers. 

 
ASSUMPTION OF RISK 

I am aware that travel, whatever it may be and by whatever means, contains some inherent risks of injury, 
illness or death, which may be caused by forces of nature, negligence or actions of others, or other agencies. 

I recognize that such risks may be present at any time before, during and after the trip in which I am 
participating, arranged by Edventures, LLC, SA, NYSTRA and SISC. I am aware that medical services or facilities may 
not be readily available or accessible during some or all of the time during which I am participating in the trip. 

I have read the schedule of activities and other information provided, and recognize and accept risks 
thereof. I understand and agree on behalf of myself, my dependents, heirs, administrators, and assigns to abide by 
the conditions set forth under the “Conditions and Responsibilities” and to release and hold harmless Edventures, 
LLC, SA, and SISC, and any of its officers, employees, agents, or representatives, from any and all liability for 
delays, injuries, or death, or for the loss of or damage to property, however occurring in relation to the trip. 

Edventures, LLC, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY, email:  goedventures@gmail.com 

mailto:goedventures@gmail.com
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TOUR RESERVATION FORM 
 

Portugal: Glorious Eden 
November 3 – 11, 2012 

Tour Price: $3470. Based on double occupancy 
 

 

To reserve your space, please complete this form and return with your deposit of $500 ASAP 
to: 

 

Edventures, LLC, c/o Mary Huber, P.O. Box 1404, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. Sorry, no 
credit cards. 

 

Questions? Call 1-607-387-3322 or write to:goedventures@gmail.com. 

Name(s) EXACTLY as they appear on passports:  1. 

2.   
 

Address:  City  State/Zip:   
 

Telephone:_   
 

Email 1:   
 

Email 2:   
 

Cell Phone 1:    Cell Phone 2:    
 

 
Name of roommate (Edventures is not responsible for finding roommates.)   

 

Passports must be valid for six months beyond travel dates. 
 

Please provide passport information EXACTLY as it appears on passports 
Surname Given 

Name(s) 
Title 
(e.g., 
Jr., I, 
II) 

Date of 
Birth 

Passport 
Number 

Expiration 
Date 

Nationality 

       

       
 

Country that issued your passport:   
 

Check those that apply: 
 

 I prefer a single room for an added cost of $365.  

 I would like to sign up for the bus to and from Newark Airport estimated  to cost between  $150-$180 per 

person.      I will depart from (select one):   Saratoga Springs             Crossgates Mall 
 

To assure your space on the trip, reserve early! 

Please read the Conditions and Responsibilities page enclosed and sign below. 
I (We) have read and agree to the Conditions and Responsibilities Policy. 

 

Name:    Date:    
 

Name:    Date:    

mailto:goedventures@gmail.com
mailto:goedventures@gmail.com

